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Good Counſel, 


ſeldom well taken : 
WITH | 

An Apologie for wholeſome T rath, 

be it never ſo antoothſome;&c. 


— _ — & n 
_— 


SeF. I. 


Hiloſophy teaches, that admonitions and correRti- 
ons are the chiefeſt offices of love : Thatir is the 
only true love,which to profit and do good;fearer[t” 

| & not to hurt and offend : That to connive at our- 

friends faults, is to make them our own. Thar ſharp repre- 
henſion is the healing of the ſoul ; and that love to the foul, 
is the very ſoul of love. Whence Exripides exhorts men to ger 

" ſuch friends, as would not ſpare to diſpleaſe them. Whence 

Scipio the Elder, when his friends for ſo doing turned his eng- 

mies, was able to ſay, 1 have given mine enemies as great canſe 

to love me, 45 my friends. And indeed he thar ſoves not ſuch a 

friend, hates himſelf. And commonly, he that will not cell 

us of our faults, will be very ready to tell others of them : 
whereas one that is faithful, will ſpeak of our faults to onr face, 

of our virtues behind our backs. But fee farther che ſweet + 

| A 2 7... 


F, . Good ounſel, ſeldom well taken, KC. 
| . fruit of ſharp repreheaſion; Suppoſe one ſhould be ſtuag by N 
*.”A Bee, ( when iſſeep ) whereby he is delivered from a Serp be K 
-* which. otherwiſe had ſtung him to death : Hath he cauſeti folly 
+ complain? And not to chide friend, leſt we offend him, igty are 


* "Ter him drown; rather than catch him by the hair. Wherefon| deſc 
give me ſuch a friend as Photioxz, who when a friend of hi 
would have caſt himſelf away, ſuffered him nor, ſaying, / wal 94! 
madethy fritnd to this, purpoſe. All which is ſound Divinity] 1 

; neither wants it Scripture-ſcal to confirmit. Not to admol 20 { 
niſh our brother, is to hate him, as the Holy Ghoſt witneſſet! yeel 


Levit. 19.17.: But to ſcorn our brother ſhould admoniſh us witt 
15 More to hate our ſelves; in that opex rebake rs better than 
cret love. And for that the very wonnds of a lover are faithful, 
and better thas the kiſſes of an enemy, Prov.27-5,6. Yea, expt 
\ riefice teaches, that no» friend is fo commodious in this caſe : 
an enemy,; becauſe, he te'ls us of that, which otherwiſe we 

* -ſhquld'never be ſo happy as to hear of. 

. . Nevertheleſs, reſolved ſinners ſcorn reproof : Admonitior 
to-them;is like goads to ſuch as are mad already : or like pow: ſigr 
ring oy] down the chimney, which may ſer the houſe on fire} ©9; 
bur never abate the heat ; which is not for want of ignorance} 

*. for by refuſing to hear in this caſe, they become (like Am4zi} © 

ab) wilful murtherers of their own ſouls, as wiſe Solomon aff ©» 

firms, 'his words are, He that refuſerh admenition is bruitifh} 

nar ot eh by own ſinl, Prov. 12,1. and 15.32. yea, hd 1 
- Loes ther, and ſayes, A man that hardeneth his neck = 
zZ reproved, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed,” and cannot be cured, 

” Prov.29.1. and 1-24,25,26. of which you have moſt _ ſtre 


| kableanddreadfu! examples, 1 Sam.2425, 2 Chron.25.16,20! Al 
| | 22, 
Set. II. He 


$eF, 2, Nevertheleſs, how few are there ſo wiſe, as t0 Ls 
- take admonition well ? For Reprove a /corner (that is, a fool)} Pri 
and he will hate thee; reprove a wiſe man, 4nd he wil! love ther 
-Prov.9.8. To which we may add Prov.22.3, A wiſe mat kn 
-. foreſeeth the evil, (that is the evil of Hell, ſfayes Bernard) ani be. 
 preventeth ot ; but tt ools £0 on and ar: puns ford, n 


Ly 


Good, { anenſe o ; do wp Ren, OCs | ws, | 
Now that theſe Bruits and Soul-deftroyers, may, the better 
be known to themſelves and others, andthe greatneſs of cheip. - 
| folly and madneſs, together with what a world of thera there 
are amongſt us, (forto be wiſe, according to wiſe Solomons - 
|. deſcription, is the portion butofa few, as daily- experience 
4 witneſſeth. ) I will paint them outin a ſaall table, -or map 
I w,l and fo expoſe them to view. | 
nity] 10 the firſt place you ſhall know them by thiSmark ; A ma 
dime) £0 ſooner tells chem of a fault, but ic works in their brains as : 
Terk] yeelt in a barrell, until they bave required their Admoniſher 
h | Witha miſchief; being like gunpowder, . to which you no ſ00+ 
;» ſs ner give fire, but they fly in your face. Admonitioh may 
pf] move them to choller, never to amendment. Who wheg 
xps| they bave heard an untoothſom truch, like waters after a tem» 
ſe of peit,are full of working and ſwelling againſt their Admoniſher, 
» wd Weread that in the Jaw of jealouſies,if the ſuſpeFted wife were 
ouilry,that drank of the bitter waters of trial, ſhe would pres -* 
tion} Jently (wel, if otherwife,ſhe was well enough. And it is a ſure 
ul ſign the Horſe is gauled, that ſtirs ,o0 much when he is rouche 
fire} ed; ſo when they twel againſt their Reprebender,and biffe like 
1ce4 Serpents,if we trouble their neſts never fo little,you may juſtly 
12:4 conclude them guilty perſons. For no greater ſign of innocens 
, af4 cy,when we are accuſed, than mildneſſe, as we fee 1h; Fo/eph; 
561 Gen.39,17,18. And Suſanna, Suſan. ver. 42,43, And Y 
4 1$S4m1.15,16, Neither is there a greater ſyMptom of guilti- 
neſs, than our breaking into choller, when we have any thing | 
re]. laid ro our charge : witneſs, Cain,Gen.4 9.that Hebrew which | 
5414 Nrook his. fellow, Exod. 2.13,14. Saxl, 1 Sam. 20.3% 33» 
Abner; 2 Sam 3.8. P7eroboam, 1 Kin.13«4. Ahab, 1 Kin. 
22.27. Amaziah, 2Chron-25.16. Uz%iah, 2 Chron-26 19k 
Herd the Tetrach, Lake 3.19,20. The menof Ngzareth, 
hl Lake 4. 28,29. The Phariſees, Fob» 8. 47,48. The High 
ol}] Prietts and Scribes, Luke 20. 19,20. And be like touching a 
| mans wiſdome and humiliry. P/ato being demanded how he, 
| knew a wiſe man, anſwered, whey being rebuked he would not. 
be angry, and being praiſed he woul4not be proud, Aad tothis 
accords that of the wiſe ww Fres. l,3, and1g.1t. 
| Z 
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'S _ , God Counſel, ſeldom Well taken, &Cc. 
; for one that is ſo wiſe, there is a thouſand of thoſe fools I am 
- to decipher, who with Ba/aax: will grucch to be hindered ia 
. their way to Hell, and fly upon thoſe that oppoſe their per. 
dition : evenſuch as think it better to fry everlaſtiogly ina fur- 
hace of fire and brimſtone in Hell flames, than to inherit a ce- 
leſtial and eternal kingdom, and weight of ſuperabundaat 
Glory in Heaven, to enjoy a Paradiſe of pleaſure, where are 
 fuch joyes, as eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor can ever ex- 
#er into the heart of man to conceive, 1 Cor.2.9. This is moſt 
mens depth of brain, and thus it fares with all wilful and im- 
enicent ſinners. But how hath che Devil bewitche them ? Is 
-1t poſſible char the reaſonable ſoul of man(not profeſledly bars 
barous) ſhould be capable of ſuch a monſter ? Cercaialy if I 


rimental demonſtration from day to day, I could hardly bring 
- my underſtanding to believe it ! 

/ _ Burto make this further appear, though I have ſmall hope 
+ to prevail with the parties themſelves ( for they that have no 
reaſon, will hear none; and he that learas of none bur himſelf, 
harh A fool for his Teacher. ) Guilcy ſinners will ſwell agaialt 


- by it, N«mb.5.21.22. Reſolved offenders being reproved, 
in ſtead of penitence breakgnco choller, fury ſparkles in thoſe 
- eyes Waich wb guſh out with water, and in ltead of embra- 
, cing the counſ@}, will rage atthe Counſellour. Croſſed wick- 
edneſle proves deſperate, and in ſtead of yeelding, ſeeks for re- 
- vengeof its own fins upon others uprightneſſe : whereas if a- 
nothers ſimple fideliry ſhews it ſelf in reproving the honeſt- 
hearted, he loves his Monitor ſo much the more, by how much 
the more he ſmarteth, allowing of cruih as well when it hurts 
| him,as wheo ic belps him 
But unſound fleſh loves to be ſtroked, the leaſt roughneſle 
puts ir into a rage ; a feſtered conſcience will not endure a 
*drawing plaſter,a putrid and ſcabbed limb delights ro be ſcratht 
'and rubbed, foul faces would have falſe glaſſes : Diomedes 
muſt have 8 crooked ſhooe for his wty foot . Cal; gala mult 
be adored as a God forſooth, though he live like a Devil, poy- 


F 


' 


- did nor know the truth and probate of ir, by occular and expe- 


: 


their reprehender, innocent ſouls will be cheered and cleered | 


ſoning 


| ſoning hisanck! 
ia) be rouched with a gentle hand, nor graſped ; theſe ulcersmuſt” * 


- and be ſure to ſmart forir. 


| the more kindly, your Paſtour hath for many years preached 


ſince his preaching hath awakened your conſciences, and by 


for not alone the wit-foundered Druakard, but the civil juſtici- 


Y 


Q, and; efiowring all his ſiſters- Thorns muſt 3 


- 


be no further ſearched into, than the dead fleſh reaches, for if 
u but touch them ro the quick, you ſhall quickly hear of it, 


Felt. IIT, | 

_—_ 
 Butto bringthis hometo you of this place, with whom 
my buſineſs lyes,; for hitherto I have but ſpoken in the air, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, or onely paved a way to my intended mat- 
ter, Or at uttermoſt but given you a Preparative before hand, 
as Phyſicians do to their Patients, that their phyſick may work 


inthe Metropolitane City, where they are more civilized and 
better bred, without any clamour; yea, with much apprope- 
tion, for they entertained him as Lur did thoſe Angels, that 
came to fetch him gut of Sodom : but you entertain him as 
courſely, as the Ammonites did Davids meſſengers. Nor 
did the: Devil ever ſo rage in this rude place, as he hath done 


the looking-glaſs of the Law, and light of the Goſpel, ſhewen, 
you the deformity and filthineſs of your ſouls A notable ar- 
gument that Satas fears he ſhall be routed, and his Kingdom 
more ſhaken in your quarters, than hath fallen out in. former 
times, or by the preaching of any that have gone before him, 
for he daily rages more and more amongſt you. As for in- 
ſtance, ar firſt he was oppoſed by a few ſimple SeRaries, and 
that was no ſmall hogour to him, as Hiram told Auſtin in the 
like caſe. But now his preaching againſt drunkenneſs,deceirful- 
neſs, ſwearing, Sabbath-breaking, ignorance, formality,8 ſach 
other common ſins, hath brought all che pariſh about his ears 3 


ary,the formal Hypocrite,the ignorant Animal,and all ſorts of 
impenitent ſinners. And why ? Bur 'becauſe the virtueand - 
efficacie of Gods word, which is quick and powerful, and ſhar- 


per than any two-edged ſword, to divide between the ſoul and 
A 4 ſpirit, 


us ww. Wt £ 
FP? F 


+ Fpirit, joynts and marrow, as it is 
- and made! manifett co your ſelves and others, the very ſecrets 
- and moſt inward intents of your hearts. | Infomuch that your 
- conſciences are forced to bear witneſs againſt your ſelves, that 

you arethe parties to whom he ſpeaks, as if he named you, or 
. -eachof you in particular, as you have an.inſtance, 1 Cor-14.24, 

25- Heb.q4 12. whence your puilty couſciences ſuggelt, 

that he airns at you in particular, though he names none, when 
- indeed itis onely the prerogative and ſpirituality of the Word 
above all other writings, co diſcover the hearts, and fpeak 
home to the conſciences of all that hear irdelivered with pow- 
erand authority. As for the Meſſenger, the truth of his heart 
gives him boldneſs to profeſs before him who onely knows it, 
-that he ſtrives againſt no man but his ſtrife, malignes no man 
bur his malice, envies no man but his envy, as Hjerome ſpeaks, 
Yea, he could be more glad to ſee any mans ( even his grea- 


ſay) isthe genuine reaſon, why hundreds of you fret, and 

ehafe, and fume, and ſwell, and ftorm, and rage, and are ready 

co burft again when you hear him. Your fins and deformities 

are ſo diſcovered and detected, your preſumpruous confidence 

—_ofbeing Chriſtians good enough, and of your going to Hea- 

" Yen ſo queſtioned, that your peaceis diſturbed, and you will 
be revengedof ſome body. 

It is obſervable, that when our Saviour ſent forth his Apo» 
ſtles to preach abroad in the world, having firſt caught them 
the way, bis words to them were, Behold, I ſend you forth, as 
ſheep amongſt wolves, Matth, 10.16. Are not you theſe 

| wolves? nor onely wolviſh, but meer wolves ; yes, you are, 
and will be, until the Goſpel ſhall have wroughc a change in 
your hearts and nacures, Hebr. 10.16. Aﬀs 15.9. ard 20. 
29. - Again, Matth. 7.6. heſayes, Cat not your pearls before 


torent yo. Are not you thoſe unreaſonable beaſts and ſwine? 
Ifnor, who are 2: Yea. you are more bruitiſh than a ſwine, or 
; any other uoreafonable creature, For whereas Chriſt by his 
Miniſters, would reconcile you to God, as Joab did. Abſalom 
| c0 


Heb. 4.12. hath diſcovered) 1 


reſt enemies ) amendment, than his puniſhment. This (TI| 


ſwine, left they tread them nuder their feet, and turning again all 


%. 


” dard CSE, 4 
ro. David, bythe woman'of Tekoah ; you cry they come to 


"CRO Frant ll ii role. 
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torment you before the time, Matth. $8.29. Your caſt is juit 
lixe his in the-Goſpel, that called himſelf Legio», who hayi 
been poſleſt with Devils a long time, was at length very loth. 
to part with his gueſts : yea, he thought himſelf rormented, 
when Carift came to caſt out them, and ſave him, Mark 1.24. 
Lake 8.28, 7 


See. IV. 


Now what courſe do you take to be revenged of him ? For 
this makes you hate him above meaſure, miſ-conſtrue his ac- 
tions and intentions, rail on him, (lander him, curſe him, with- 
ſtand and contrary his doctrine, watch for his haltiog, com- 
bine topether and lay plots how you may do him the moſt 
miſchief, which is all you are able to do : for elſe you would 


- briog him before the Magiſtrate, impriſon, ſmite, wound, and 


nd } puthim todeath, as the Jews ſerved Chrift, as I could ſhew 


you from a world of teſtimonies and examples out of the. 
Word, See onely obs 16,2,33. Matth.24 9. Matth.ro. 
34,35,36. Luke 12, 51,52,53- and21.16,17. But our 
comfort is, you have not ſo much authority as malice ; reſem- 
bling the Serpent Porphyrs, which abounds with poyſon, but 
can hurt none, for want of teeth. Though your puniſhment _ 
ſhall be never the leſſe; for good and evil thoughts, and de- 
fires, in Gods account, are good and evil works, and ſhall ſo 
be judged in that Court of juſtice where is no parrtiality, 

But ſince you cannot do as you would, you will do what 
you can; asit fared with Z::/.4 that common flanderer, or as 
it coes with the Devil, Revel.12.15. For ifthe Law boy 
your hands, yet you will be ſmiting with your tongues ; and 
if the Law ſo keeps you 1n awe, that you dare not (mite him'on 
the mouth, as the High Prieſt did Pax/, 4&#- 23 2.” yet you 
will do what you dare, you will ſmite him with che mouth, as 
Ziba Cid honeſt Mephibeſperh, 2 Sam. 16.3. Andthe hike 
rouching his maintenance, becauſe you cannot out him of his 
living, you will defraudand rob him of his means and abs | 

| hood, 


877) 5 oY þ - ”, > x 
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* Hood, and neither pay him.a penny your ſelv 
. thers, {6 faras you can help ic, which is a plot to pluck up a 
elgion by the roots: For how ſhould our Paſtours feed our 
tank, if we feed nottheir bodies? How ſhould the lamp burn, 
if we cake away the holy oyl that ſhould maintain it? andin 
* Caſe it burn not, there will be but a dark houſe. So that to 
"expect that Miniſters ſhould preach without maintenance, is 
 as4f you (hould (huta bird into a cape, give her no meat, and 
.yet bid ber (ing. | | 
*  Nevertheleſle it pleaſes you, that you can ( 8s you think) 
diſpieaſc him, and wichall pleaſure your ſelves in ſaving your 
filver, liccle dreaming what you do ; for look but narrowly 
into it, and you ſhall ſee that this-is not onely perſecution, 
thefr, ſacriledge, murcher of bodies and ſouls, of proveking 
God.co fend a famine of his Word, andthe like : but you be- 
come by it guilty of bigh treaſon againſt God, in thug uſing 
' his Ambaſſadour, and againſt Chriſt and all his members, as 1 
have clſwhere made manifeſt. Thougl'it is wicked enough 
for you to impeach his credit, aſperſe his ſpotleſs nanie, and 
rake away his reputation, that ſo none elſe may hear him, or 
regard what he delivers, which isa wickeder plot than your 
| blind ſouls areable co diſcern. Beſides, A good name { fayes 
Solomon ) i better thay a good ointment * and to be choſen above 
great riches, Prov. 22.1. 

Indeed his life is ſo well known, that all the harm you do 
him is, bur as a candle to a white wall : .that may much black 
it, (among ſuch Senſualiſts as your ſelves ) but cannot burn it, 
chough chart be too much, for a mans good name is like a milk 
white ball, that exceedingly gathers ſoil even with tolling. 

Nor canheexped co fare bertcer, ſo long as he tarries with 

0u, where Satan hath his throne, in a place that moſtly con- 

- filts of Swearers, Drunkards, and Drink-ſellers, Hc hath by 
tis powerfub preaching raiſed che Devil in many of you, but it 
will be hard laying him again: yea, once to expe ir ( when 

, Ged bath: given men over to their own luſts ) were an effe& 
- of frenzie, not ofhope. For can he with Crabron;ze, be ever 


l 


pudling in a waſps neſt, aadthink to eſcape their ſtings ? Oc 
| de | 


es, nor ſuffer o«|be til 


| be Kill blowing 
way poſſible. * For, be that roucherh pitch ſhall be 
[therewith. He that reproveth a ſcorner, purchaſerh th him 


| Prov, 9.7,8, Sec 7er.18, 


| ring himſelfin a gentler tone; as'you, like che men of Berge: 


Very judgments of God [OA food man, are /weeter thax the hoe 
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not endangerthis eyes >It.isn0 
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ſhame : and he that rebuketh the wicked, gette:h bimſelf a blats 
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in the duſt, ahd 


Though I ſpeak not this to diſ- hearten him, whom God hath 
placed over you: for Gods glory we are boundto redeem: 
with our own lives. And a conſcionable Miniſter is like Das 
vid, who would venture npon a Bear, rather than loſe a Lamb. 
Or 7acob, who would endure heart by day, and froſt by'ni 
rather than negleR his flocks. Or Aoſes, who would fighe 
with odds, rather than the Cattle ſhould periſh with thirſt, 
Onely a Balaam wants this mercie. 

Nor can'T wiſh him to ſpare you ever the more, by delive---; 


/ 


la, would have onely words of down and honey, baye him 
ſpeak nothing bur pure roſes, preach unto you Peace. peace” 
and prophefie of wine and ſtrong. drink, then ſhould he be a; 
welcome Prophet to you : But this were to fulfill the proverb, © 
Like Paftour, like people, Hoſ. 4.9. Yea, this were, for the blind 
z0 lead the blind, that both might fall intotht ditch together, 
Luke 6.39. Alas, the fault lies not in the Word,” nor in his 
delivering it, but inthe wickedneſle of your hearts that are 1 
bearers : who like the Spider, will ſuck poyſon from the felt 
fame flower that the Bee does honey. Nor will any truth ( be 
it never ſo untoothſome ) offend any, but ill minds, 4/ichab 
2.7. Yea, even the ſawe words that are lanſets to a bad mans 
conſcience, will beas balm ro penitent ſinners. * The Word 
deing like ſome mighty wind, that bears over tall Elms or Ce- 
dars, with the ſame blatt that ic raiſcth a ſtooping Reed, Exod. 
20.21, | 


Se. Y. 


Every line of Gods Word, adds ſinew tothe vertuons mind, 
and withal heals that vice which would be ſpringing in it: The 


ney 


your ſelves beholding too, to have them cut off, becauſe it is 


2 10 Gov: _ onnſel, /el, om well taken, &c: 4 


wey and the voney-comb, Pſal.19.10, But alas, the fame rg! 


port, wherewich the ſpiric of Rahab melrs, hardens the King of 
-_ ſricho, 7oÞb.2. Sergius Paulus was converted, Elymas ob 
+ - durated at che ſame Sermon, As 13, Yea, even the ſame 
. face of the Judze, wichout any inward alteration, is ſeen with 
_ rerrour to the guilty, with joy and confidence by the oppreſſed 
inciocent. The ſame rod thar broughe plagues to the Egyptians, 
brings deliverance to Iſrael. | 
But I dare refer the caſe to thine own conſcience to deters 
mine, (ifthe cuſtom of ſin, and the god of chis world hath 
not totally blinded thee )- where the fault lies, and who is to 
be blamed in'this particular? Is the Phyfician to be blamed 


* for the pain of his Patient, or the diſeaſe ® The Chirurgeon or 


-”- the wound, which he endeavours by all means to cure? Yea, 
- what isthe genuine reaſon, why the worſt men and members 
wof a Pariſh evermore regard a good Miniſter leaſt > complain 


* Of his; bitterneſſe, and ſeek by all-means to remove him ? ls| 


17 not becauſe they are feet, and legs, and thighs, and arms out 
of joynt, and ſo cannot endure the touch of the Chirurgeons 
* hand, and the acrimony of his medicines. Alas, every good| 
Phyſician had-rather cure a diſeaſe by ſleep and dier, than by 
Seammony and Caſtorium ; but an intemperate ſick man ma- 
- keth a cruel Phyfician. And in caſe the diſeaſe be deſperate, 
he mult uſe the extremity of phyſick. Nothing will eaſe the 
Plureſie, bur letting of blood : and to ſuch as are ſick of a dead 
Apoplexic, they are forced to give a double quantity of phy- 
fick, or their faculties will oor be awakened. Which is the 

very caſe of theſe deſperate ſinners, who if they wanted not 
brains, would in ſtead of complaining be thankful. The Phys] 
+ ficianand Chirurpion heals ns not without pain, and yer we 
- reward them. Yea, hadany of you but a leg, or an arm pu» 
trified and corrupr, you would even give money, and chink 


-* the onely way and means to preſervethe whole body. Andi | 
ſo, what jove and thanks can be too much, that is exprelt to 
them, who would (would you give them leave) pluck you ou 


”, of Satans clutches,and bring youto life eternal? Nor can he & 
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| 128. AMich2.11. Like wanton children, they care not to 


| morrovy he Rifled him vvith his hand, anda vvetcloth, 2 Xing. | 
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Good (onnſel, ſeldom well taken, Rc. Es 
yer be thankful ro God, who is not thankful to the inftrumencr, 
or means, by whom God does, or would do him good. | 
Beſides it were a breach of juſtice, not to proportion the- 
rebuke to the crime : For, for a Minifſterto uſe gentle repre- 
henſion, in cafe of capital offences, that is incaſe of thefts, ra- 
pines, ſacriledpes, aduſteries, and incelts, to ſay to his people, 
as El;to his fons, why did yow ſo ? Is no otherthan to ſhave 
that, head whick deſerves cutting off. For as it is with ill bu» þ 
mours inthe body, that a weak doſe doth bur ſtir and anger 
them, not purge them out ; yea, if phyfick be not ſtrong e. 
nough to purge out choller, ir encreaſeth choller ; the hu. - 
mours it would have purged-and expelled (if it had.been 
ſtrong enoogh ) ic inflamech, exaſperateth and ſharpenethe. - 
And as the Sun inthe Spring-time breederth agues, and other 
diſtempers, becauſe ir ſtirrech humonrs and dorh not waſte 
them ; fo ir fareth with ſins in the foul. Anecafic and genrſe 
reproof doth bur encourage wickedneſs,8& make it chink it felf 
fo {lighc, as that rebuke importerh, which 1s to-patronize evitits 
ſtead of reproving it, Andexperience ſhews, that cold Prea« 
chers make bold finners. However, (ach being like il! Archers, 
that draw not their arrows up to the bead, ſeldom conyers 
theſe ſinners. | Wil. + 
Nevertheleſs, reſolute” finners would have diſfolure Tex- 
chers ; would have the Law according to-their lives, not their 
lives according to the Law. Thar pleaſeth them which is 
ſweet to the ſenſe, not thatwhich is wholfome to the con- + 
ſcience, as the'Holy Ghoſt informs us, 1/4.30.10, 1 Kings. 


be mended, butto be commended : He that praifech them, 
pleaſeth them. 2 
But wo to ſuch Preachers, as ſhall heal che hurt of theſe 
people with ſweet words, ſaying, Peace, peare, and give themy | 
comfort ( as Fezabel did Ahab, 1 Kings 21.5.5,7. ) vithien 
chey rather deſerve a curſe, Jey,8.11. For this is no other 
than puilded.rreaſon, like that of H4z.e/ ro his Maſter, vvho 
td himvvich his month that he ſhould recover; vvhen on the 
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"22 - Grod Connſel, ſeldom well taken, &c. 
-48;14>15. Whencethe Holy Ghoſt brands all flattering Pres 
* +, "chers, that ſow pillows, for falſe Prophets, Fer.8.11. Andin 
.deed it is bur a Mountebank trick, to heal an ulcer, and leay: 
inthe core. A good Phyſician, either for ſoul or body, firſ 
tels the ſtate of the diſeaſe with its ſympromes, and then pr 

. [cribes;-and in preſcribing, firſt puls down the body with par: 
© .gatives, and then raiſeth ir with cordials, And take this for 
/ .a rule, ſuch as fear God, and are Miniſters of his ſending, wil 
think it better to loſe mens favours than their ſouls, and be ſure 
todiſcharge his conſcience from the burthen of any ones bloud, 
Ez#h.3.18. and 33.8. Yea, an ingenious Patient ſhouldhe 
ſo wiſe as to, know, that the ſtomack ſhould rather be pleaſed 
than che pallate : and experience tels us, that thoſe things ( for 
the moſt part.) that are leaſt pleaſing, are moſt wholſome, 


-_ 
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rue which is in it, we uſually call it Herb of grace. And Phy- 


itbe the moſt diſtaſteful, yet of all others it is the moſt whole- 
'- fome. And ſo itfares touching ſpiritual traths., Wheocet 
good Preacher cares not ſo much to ſtroke the ear, as to ſtrike 
the conſcience : being like a good Phyſician, who gives ſharp 
+ medicines, and bitter potions, that he may make ſhort diſee 
ſs; and procure ſound health. - The true method of preaching, 
and- the. likelieſt way to undeceive the deceived, and ( with 
bleſſing from above ) to pluck ſinners our of Satans ſnares is: 
for a Miniſter to deal wich his hearers; as the: Prophet did by 
Hazael, when he plainly told him the abominable wickedneſs 
of hisheart, and what evil (even beyond. belief )' be ſhould 
ſhortly do or execute, had he been wiſe enough to have beeq 
. warned thereby. Or as Nathan did by David, when he (0 
cunningly made him pronounce ſentence of death againſt him- 
ſelf. Or as 7onah did by the Njnevites, when with that ſhort 
thundering Sermon ofeight words, he converted that great 
City. Oc as Piter by his Converts, when he told them they 
were the men, that had crucified the Lord of life. Or” obs | 
\ Baptiſt by Herod, and all that came unto him, Or as Chriſt; 
| by the-woman of Samaria, when he fo repreſented the yery 
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Rue is an herb mof bitter to the taſt, yetin regard of the vers] . 


ficians find, that though AMthridate, of all other Eleuarie] - 


thoughts 


did 
the 
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4. 5-10, yes, they will ſay, Any pith ſuch a fellow frim the 


en ; 
#7 


Giod Connſel, ſeldom-well taken, 8c; x 


} thoughts of her heart anco her conſcience, that ſhe was foreed | 
to confeſſe, He hath rold me all wu, that ever 1 did. Oras 


he did with Saxl, when be ſpake to him from Heaveo, which 
words made him tremble, and fall to the earth with aſtoniſh- 
ment. Which makes one of the Fathers ſay, that che crown of 
Preachers 1s the tears of their hearers, And Saint Bafil, thar 


Sharp reprehenfion is the healing of the ſoul. And Chryſoſtons 


ſay to his hearers, If I make jou ſmart give me the more thanks 
for it. Nay ſays Baſil, It may well be feared that Miniſters 
op:12 not the word aright, when wicked men kick not againſt it. 
And Lather was of that judgment, that he thought if Miniſters 
ſhould preach the word as they ought, they ſhould ſtir up all 
the Furics of Hell dgainſt themſelves, 


Seft. VI. 


Now what's the reaſon, why down right truth is ſo unples- 
ſing to carnal minds > when none” can deny, bur it is by far 
the more wholſome. Ic is this, All men ove the light as it 
ſhines, bur as it diſcovers and direRts; the moſt of men hate ix. 
None ſo bad, but they can away with pleaſing truths, and pro- 
miſes of mercie. Or let the Miniſter walk in generals, andla- 
bour more to fill the head with knowledge, rhan rhe heart with 
grace ; to pleaſe the ſence, than ſpeak to the conſcience(by dri- 
ving an applicationcloſe home to them in particular, touching 
ſome one fin of theirs, which'is the ſoul of preaching }ſo long 
they will like him ; yea, he is a fair and good Church man, 2 
preat Scholar, Bur ler him a the part of Boanerges, thun- 
der out the judgments of God apainſt ſinners, let him do as 
God commands Ezekze! to do, Ezch.4.4, Anſwer themac- 
cording to their Idols, preach to their neceſſities, prefle chem 
to holy duties, reprove them for their unholy practiſes, make 
known to- them what evil conſciences they have ; then they 


turn their backs upon him, and hate him to the death ; as Ahap 
| did Eliahand Michaiahz Herodand Heredias, 7ohn Bapiiſt; 


the Jews, our Saviour; and the Galatians, Paul. See Amir 


earth, _ 
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Zearth, for it 1 nt meet that be ſhould live The caſe of all incots 
"Tigible ;- and cauterized ſinners ; as well rhe covetous as the | 
-”*riorous ; the civil, ſuch as ſeek to fill their cheſts, as thoſe that] 


» 


 andraiſe them out of their ſecurity, ſaying, {wake tbow that 
\Peepeſt, and and np from the dead, all are inftantly about his 


(wbverts the ſtate of the world, and troubles owr City z then the 
covetous Oppreſſour is ready to tell the Prophet .( as the So-; 


| : - 
zogether againſt the Lord,and againſt his Anointed) conclude pe- 


fin of adultery, 2 Sam.11.5,6,&c, 
= Now if they are ſo ſtartled and terrified at the 


are all for ſatisfying their luſts, For let a Minifter but rewz 
ears. Theo the wit-foundered Drunkard cries out, ſaying, H: 


; ; q| 
utes Lot) A way hence, he #s come alone 4s 4 ftranger, and 


Il be jndge and rule ? then the whole Rabble(f«rionſly raging 


remptorily, that a peece of a pulpit, and half a Benefice, is too 
much for ſuch an unquiet - ſpirir, ſuch a fire-flinger. As let 
Pasl but touch Demetrizs bis Copy-hold, preach down his 
profit, he and al] of like occupation will rore out of meaſure, 
ARs 19.28. ,, Wherein they ſhew as great policie, as did the 
Sodomites, 'who made haſte roturn out Ze and his family; 
that fire and brimſtone might make baſte to deſtroy them. 

A guilty conſcience loves application as dearly as a dog 
loyes a cudgel, Sore eycs cannot endare the light of the Sun, 
hor Bankruprs the ſighe of their counting-books, nor defor- 


med faces of the true glaſs. 'A-mani were as good take alt 


Elephant by the tooth, or ſeck ro rob a Bear of her whelps, " 


as £0 about co make them better. For let a-Miniſter charge 
them from God, like ruſty or ill wrought peeces, they willr& 
coyle in his face ; and like Serpents, not onely be deaf to his 
charming, buc-turn their tails to ſting him. Wherein they, 
teſemble the mad man, that wounded bis Phyſician, while he 
was adminiſtring phyſick to him for his recovery. They 
more ſcek for a rag to cover their fins, than for a plaſter to 
tical them : as it fared with David, while he ſlept iathat foul! 


Miniſters tel- 
ling chem of one or a few ſins, what will they do when Satan, 
ana the Searcher of hearts, ſhall lay-open all the ſins that ever 


| they have commirted,, and ſpread chem beforethem ? Ifir be. 
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-F ſo dreadfulto hear of 


ba | Law waſp-like ſtings ſhrewdly, but Satan that Horner 
Wat will ſting worſe a great deal, But if men will be 
ba| warned by the former, they may prevent the 'Jatter: 
bis} onely theſe want that we commonly call reaſoz5 there-' 
Hel fore like children and cowards, they rather ſhut-their 
eyes, and chuſe tofeel the blow than to.ſee and endea- 
ay{ your to avoid it, O woful wretches! that.had rather bg 


ing everlaſtingly damned for their f1ns hereafter, thaniene 


pe-| dure to hear of them now, to their eternal comfarc, Bug 


_ Thope better things of ſome amongſt ſogreatanums 
let her. ——_ 


fins, as preaching would have done Demerrias his trade; 
ity] 20d therefore no marvel, if the Tradeſ-mencot iniquity 
are up in arms againſt the Goſpel, 25 Demetrius wasts 

eainſt Paul. Anddidnot the Goſpelicroſs their fans, 
Sum] they would not croſs the Goſpel : bur the waves do: 


4 {ſtrains thera; 

oy '$' The Phariſees could not eadure Jeſs, becauſe he 
;Fane to break their cuſtoms, Luke 6. 2. The Maſters 
o bis fot the Pythoneſs, AiFs 16.21, objected this; againſk 
chey Pay! and $2las, that they did reach contrary to: their 
le heRuſtomes, For this cauſe was that uprore at Epheſus, 


_ (Fs 19.26, t031. Paul had nevet becometheir ene- 
er 


foul 


«tel;\than forty of the Jews: biad chemſelves with. a curſe, 
rao, either to eat nor drink till they had killed him 7 
ever/4it; 23- not for the evils they found infbim, buc-fop 


what they ſhall ſuffer, if ti r. 
the repent not; how terrible will it be to feelir? The } 


bis} Gods truth if you markit, would: cry down mefis 


f0t-|not beat or rore any where ſo much, as at the bankthat * 


ny, but. for telling them the truth, and dealing; (a * 
Mlainly and roundly with them, - And why:did'mote* 


; . -f 
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+36 F God C ounſe L /eldow well taken, &c« 


the vices he reproved in them. By all which ic appeary, | | 


«chat obſtioate ſinners, are as witleſs as wicked : and 
that they would, if they durſt, deal with their fairhful 
Paſtouts, as the Jews did by Stephen, whoin their blind 

-zeal where ſo furious aad mercileſs, that they put him 
to death, for ſhewing them the way to eternal life, and 
Noned him for a blaſphemer againſt God and his Lay, 
who was 4 man full of faith, and power, and of the Hol 
Ghoſt, Afts 7.35,&c. It hathever been the manner of 
wickedneſs, to be head-ſtrong ia the purſuit of its own 
courſes, impatient of oppoſition, cruel in revenge of 
the oppoſers. The great ſpighr and ſpleen cheretore, 
that men bear to the Word, muſt be wreaked upon the 
Miniſter, he muſt be hated, outed, and perfecuted: 
yea, if they durſt, they would tone him to death, a 
the Jews did Stephen : for as their hearts braſt for an. 
ger, as they gnaſhed athim with their teeth when the 
heard him, As 7.54. fo fares it with theſe touching 
their Miniſter. But in the mean time, what horrible, 
what helliſh ingraticude is this, it it be looked upon 
with an impartial eye 2 Are not theſe the very worl 
of monſters 2 O you ſottiſh Senſualiſts, what can you 
alledge for your ſelves, or againſt your miniſter * 1s he] 

.any other co you, than thoſe three Meſſengers where 
to Lot? that came to fetch him out of Sodome, that 

he might not feel che fire and brimſtone which follow 

ed, Gen.ug, Orthanthe Angel was to Peter, 'that 0- 

the iron-gates, looſed his bands, brought his 

* out of priſon, and delivered him from the thraldome d 


his enemies ? You fhew juſt as much reaſon in ic, as if 
thoſeblind, deaf, diſcaſed, diſtracted, poſſcfled, or dead 


perſons ſpoken of in the Goſpe), ſhould have railed up| 7/4, 
Ss. ol 


the 


{ on our Saviour for offering: to cure, reſtore, dif] 


| dignities and wrongs that are done to Chrifts Miniſters 
| and Ambaſſadours, redound co him z and he that era« 


| God in him, and he ſo takes it, as a world of 


dead 


d up| 1/4. 37.23, Sayl, Saul, 
C! 


: 
© 
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"Gerd (ornſHl, ſeldon well raken, && 9 


recover and raiſe them again, And are like thoſe 


| wicked, witleſs, and ungrateful Jews, F#dg.15. who | 


when God, in great love, ſent Sawpſon to deliver them |} 
from the ſlavith chraldome of their enemies; they in {| 
requital bind him, (in whom all their hope of delive> 
rance lay ) and deliver him up to thoſe enemies that . 
kept them under, to the end they might lay him, and 
ſtill make ſlaves of them, Here is your caſe right: 
Are you not aſhamed to be ſuch Sots? Werethere e- 
ver ſuch fools, or frenzy men did commit a greater fol» 
ly « For ſhame think of it before it prove too late, be» 
fore you have ſinned away all hope of mercie : Inthe 
mean time, as our Saviour {aid of his murtherers, F4+ 
ther, forgive them, us they know a0t what they dox fo 
may your Miniſter ſay, adding thereto that prayer of 
Stephen when they ſtoned him: Lord, ley net thus fin to 
their charge, Acts 7.60, 


$eF7, YI; 


But that I may, if it be poſſible, fetch tears from 
your eyes, and blood from your adamantine hearts, I 
will yer acquaint you with that which is worſe, and 
more confiderable thaa all, I pray mind it: Allche in» 


duceth, or any way wrongs 2 Miniſter, for the dif- 
charge of his place, his envy firikes art the -image of 
aces 
ſhew, Me that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſerh me, 1 $419,19.45« 
why perſecuteſt 1how me ? 
B 3 As 


ES - Good (ounſel, ſeldom well taken, $c. 
 Aﬀts 9. 4. 
the Meſlſcnager, is to ſtrike at the Image of God, 
whoſe Meſlage it is. What ſaith Pasl, x Cor,7.10, 
* T have not. ſpoken, but the Lord: and therefore as the 
Lord ſaid unto Sai, Ads 9. 4. that he perſecuted 
Him: (though in Heaven) fo they who reſiſt any 
truth delivered out of the Word, do refiſt God him- 
ſelf, and not his Mcſſenger,, But fee further what 
you do, by what your fellow-perſccutours have done 
before you.” ' With (ach impatience does a gauled 
heart receive admonition, that when God himſelf 
came to reprove Cazz for killing his brother Abel; he 
| hid: no: ſooner {pake theſe words, Where & Abel thy 

brother ?: 'but he returns tro God himſelf this churliſh 
anſwer; Am 1 my brothers keeper ? Gen;4.9., Again, 
the Scribes, Phariſees and Elders, where filled full of 
madnels againſt our Saviour, and communed one with 
another, what they might doto Jeſus, and how they 
might deſtroy him, (the which you would alſo do, if 
he where your Miniſter, and now upon earth ) for be 
ing ſo bitter, Lyuke.6.11, (For it you cannot away 
' with thelight ofa candle, you would much leſs endure 
to look upon the glorious Sun. ) Now if God himſelf 
was ſo ſerved, if Chrifts own doQtrine could not eſcape 
perſecution,; no marvel 'if his Meflengers cannot. Here 
| then'is ſomecomforr:for your Miniſter, Honey ont of 4 
F Zion. Noris it his ſhame to ſuffer what Chriſt ſuffered, 
| © nor your honour todo as Cain, Fades, and the reſt 


5 did, as Cyprian ſpeaks, 


F + But Secondly, take notice what our Saviours coun« 


Revel. 16.9, 11, Pſal. 89: 23. Toſpurn at | 


ſel is to his Miniſters, when his holy precepts and pros 


hibicionsy| 


þ 
: 


Good (mnfel. ſeldom wel taken, &c. 19 
hibitions, do eicher harden men as the Sun hardens$ 
clay, and cold water hot iron: or elſe inrage them 
as a farious maſtiffe-dog, is the madder for his chain. 
What his counſel and method is, may be ſeen botty -| 
by teſtimonies and examples not a few. As, Caft not | 
your pearles before [mwine, Mat,7.6. Into whatſoever 
citie you fhall enter, if they will not receive you, (70 your 
wayes ont into the ſtreets of the ſame, and ſay, Even the' | 
very duſt which cleaveth on us of yoar citie, we wipe off as: 
gainſt you, for a witneſs unto you, notwithſtanding know 
this, that it ſhall be eaſter for Sodom and Gomorrah at the 
day of judgement than for you, Luk.10.10,11,1v. Theſe 
mine enemies which would not that 1 ſhonld reten over 
them, bring hither, and flay ther before me, Luke 19:27» 


And that this is an evident figne of one that ſhall e+ 
rernally periſh, is plain, Prev.29.1. read the words 
and tremble, 4 man that bardeneth hs neck being often 
reproved, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without 
remedy. See more Prov.1.24,25,26, to3z% Whence 
itis the Prophet tels Amaziah, 1 know that God hath 
determined to deftroy thee, becauſe thow haſt done thiss 
and hat not obeyed my counſel, 2 Chron, 25.16, 20, 
And that the Holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking of Z!i's ſons, ſaith, 
that They would nt hearken wnto, nor obey the voyce of 
their Father ; becanſe the Lord was determined to deſtroy 
them, 1 $4m.2.25, Yea, it iS an obſervationof Livie, 
thatwhen the deſtru&tion of a perſon,or aNation is de- 
ſtined: then the wholſome warnings both of God and 
man, are ſet at nought: And in reaſon, that fin1s 
paſt cure, thar ſtrives againſt the cure. Herbs that 
are worle for watering, Trees that areleſs fruitful for 


B 3 | - Cunging | 


20. Good Cinnſel, ſeldom Well taken, &e. 
dunging and pruning, areto berooted out, or hewen 
down. Even falvation it ſelf will not ſave thoſe that 
- pill the potion, and fling away the plaſter, When 
men are the worſe tor Gods endeavour to better themg | fo 
the beſt and onely way is, to leave them to their | th 
Jadge. Thoſe Beaſts we cannot maſter, we mult give | bi 
Bp. | If Babylon will not be cured, ſhe muſt be left to. | 
her ſelf, given up to deſtruRion without further war« |. ac 
ning. My people would not hear my woice ( (aith God) | br 
and 1fracl would none of me, Pſal.81, and what fol- | th 

lows ? $0 1 gave them up #8 the hardneſs of their hearts; |} M 

and they walkt in their own counſels, verſ.11,12. All | cu 
* further patience would prove fruitleſs : ſohe layerth | an 

by his rod to take up his ſword z as God hath Meſſen- | ye 

gers of wrath for them that deſpiſe the Meſſengers of | di 
_ his love, | ow 


Se&,VIIL thi 


Now to end with a word of exhortation, to as mac 
ny of you as haye heard what hath hitherto been deli- 
yered, ( from one that is no party, and ſoleſs ſubjeft | me 
” to be partial ) and that are not yet given over, Cat 


In the firſt place, be not any longer offended with | nel 
your Paſtour, for he is appoiated a Watch- man over | ne! 
| or fouls, and doth bur d:icharge his office that God 

ath placed him in, Zzek, 3.17. and he ſhould be 
guilty of high treaſon againſt Chriſt, and the ſouls ) a Þ 
commicced to his care,ifhe ſhould do lefs. As the Cen* | Wi! 
tinel or Caprtain,that doth nor what he can to maintain | the 
the wals, doth what he can to betray the City. wy | 
wor 


{-word is no other than, Chriſts, though delivered 
| weak Inſtrument, Who ever bethe Crier, the pro- 


Good Connſel, ſeldom well taken, tc 


0 T 


bya 


clamation 1s the King of Heavens. ( While it goes 
for mans, it is no marvel if ic lye open to deſpightr, ) So 
thac in hating your Miniſter, and complaining of his 
bitterneſs, you do as wiſely and juſtly, as if the people 
ſhou!d impute the cauſe of the war co the Herald, or 


accuſe the Trumpet for all that their rebellion hath 


brought upon them. Yea, conſider who is the Au- 
thour of the Word, what the cauſe and ends of the 
Miniſters delivering ic z and that there is nothing can 
cure your grief, but the ſame Word that cauſed it: 


| and thea thou wilt receive him asan Angel of God, 


yea, even as Chriſt Jeſus ; 'as the primitive Chriſtians 
did the Apoſtles; Gal. 4- 14. who acknowledeed to 
owe, even themſelves, to their ſpiritual Paſtours, Philem. 
19. And would, if it had been pofiible, have plackt ont 
their own eyes, and have given the ſame unto them, Gal, 
414,15. and 6,6, 


You have heard ſufficiently, that this is the true 
method of preaching, though ir be litcle uſed ; be- 
cauſe diſcretion ( with many ) eats up well nigh all 
true devotion. Their diſcretion and moderate ſtayed- 
neſs, much abates of their zeal, honeſty and good- 
neſs. 


Nor can there be a better argument to prove, that 
a Miniſter ſtudies moreto profic than to pleaſe men 
with his wholſome counſel , than when he will got let 
them ſleep and ſnort in their fins, but cry alond a- 
eainſt their abominations, 
B 4 I: 


T a Goes ' Connſet, ſeldom well taken, Ec. 

_ LgrantCorrafives are not to be uſedin all caſes, Le- 
* natives and Cordials are of noleſs uſe to weak conſti- 
 LtLons. 

'niſter, that hath: skill ro divide the word of God a- 
right, maſt be and is, to give toeach man his due por- 
tions comfort to whom comtort belongs, terrour to 

whom terrour is due - obſerving the ſame rule that St, 
| Paul did, who meeting with an Zlymas, one that re- 


liſted the truth, and laboured to keep others fromir, 


encreats him'not with fair and ſweet words,as he did A- 
gripps, who was hopefully coming on to embrace the 
truth, Wherefore the ſame Apoſtle ſayes to the one, 
0 fall of al ſubilety and all miſchief, thou child of the De- 
wil, and enemy of all righteouſneſs, As 13.10, But 
whea he ſpeaks tothe ocher, it is in a more mild, gen- 
- te, and winning tone. Or as onr Saviour bigaſelf 
uled, ( that Lamb of God, who would not break the 
* bruized reed, nor quench the ſmoking flax. ) As how 
- doth he multiply wo upon wo, and threaten double 
damnation, when he was to deal with hard-hearted 
Hypocrites, Oppoſers of the Goſpel, thoſe Scribes 
and Phariſees, Ma#th.23. And indeed the beſt mu- 
fick is made by a judicial correſpondence ot ſharp and 
flat, . Let all mercitul and meal-mouthed Preachers, 
ſuch as flatter fig and flour holineſs, ſuch whoſe ſcope 
of their preaching is bur to ſeed the people with hopes, 
though they give chem no grounds for it: that Hea- 
yen ſhall meer chem ar cheir 13ſt bour, be their condis 


Lion never ſo wretched ; which is the reaſon that moſt | 


mea walk in the broad way, and yet every man thinks 
c0o<ater in at the ſtrair gate. Let theſe, I (ay, take no» 
- Fice of this, Agsalſo fcornets of their teachers and In- 

{truours, 


— 


Whence the care of every wiſe and able Mi- | 


| whom and what they now love. But you have ng 


| full, for the deſpairing foul and drooping ſpirit : not 


Goed (onnſel, ſeldom well taken, &. W- 
ſtruKours and more of their Godly inſtrution: then : 


will they love whom and what they now hare, and hate 


cauſe to complain of either extream : for in the Ser- 
mons, againſt which you except, there is matYr of . 
inſtruction, of reprehenſion, ot conſolation, of exhors 
tations for the ignorant, for the finfull, tor the faich- 


Goſpel without Law: nor Law without Goſpel: but 
a ſweet compoſition of ſevericy and mercy wherein 
Law and Goſpel meer, as Moſes and Chrift metupon. 
the Mount : the one co dire& your obedience, the 0- 
ther to anſwer for your diſobedience, if you will but 
repent and turn unto God, with ſuch Chriſtian mode- 
ration, as may argue zeal without malice, and a defire 
to win ſouls, no will ro gaul them, For as Sayls fer= 
vants did not onely tell him that he had anevil ſpirit, * 
but withall cold him a remedy, and helpt him tothe; 
party that gave him eaſe, 1 Sa9.16.16,18, So your 
Paſtour, with a diſcovery of your fins, ſhews you 
means of cure and recovery for your ſouls. Yea, do : 
bur ſubmit, and the very ſame Word (like the ſword 
of Achilles) will heal again, whom it hath. wounded. 
Whereas it you forthwith fly from your Admoniſher, 
it is as if one that is launſed ſhould fly from his Chi= 
rurgian, before his wound cag be bound up. | 


SefF. IX, 


Again, flight not him whom God hath placed over 
you, leſt hereatrer,when you lye gaſping on your death 
beds,and come to a fight & ſenſe of your ſad condition | 


you - 


> 24  Guod Connſel, ſeliomwelltaken, &c, 


a you wiſh , Oh that I had now but the opportunity, to: 


converſe avith ſuch a Miniſter'z as Saw! {lighted $Saxzy- 
— el whilehelived, but would fain have heard and con- 
verſed with him, when he was dead, A caſe which 
' oftety fals out, -for when godleſs perſons are in any 
diſtreſs, they ſtill pray che people of God to pray tor 
them: and commonly thoſe too, waom they have 
moſt lighted, hated, and abuſed, For the Opprel- 
ſour is 1n-no mans mercie, but his whom he hath cram- 
| pledupon; and injuries done tous on earth, give us 

awerin Heaven, Whereupon Ferobeams hand be- 
ing dried up, for ſtretching it out againſt che Prophet, 
* heſueth cothe man of God, ſaying, 7 beſeech thee pray 
wnto the Lord thy God, and make intercefion for me, that 
my haud may be reſtored unto me, and the may of God be- 
- ſought the Lord, and the Kings hand was reſtored, 
x Kings. 13.46. And thus it fared between the I(rac- 
- lites and Samuel, 1 Sam.12.19, between Miriam and 
” Moſes, Numb.12.13. Thus when the Lords wroth 
. was kindled againſt E/iphas and his two friends, no- 
--thing would appeaſe the (ame, bur the prayer of Fob 
' whom they had ſo contemned, Fob 42.7,8, Thus 
- $imon the Sorcerer prayes Peter to pray for him, As 
8.24. Yea, of whom did Dives, being rormented 


in Hell flames, expect and (eek for eaſe, but from La- | 


Zarws whom [ately before he had deſpiſed, Zuke 16.24 
For though the wicked ſcorn and deſpiſe the godly in 


\ their proſperity, yet in cheir diſtreſs they onely are ſet 


by for advice, and to pray unto God for them, who 
are more ready to ſollicite God for their morralleft 
enemies and perſecutours, than they todefire it, be it at 
the time when they wrong them moſt, witneſs Stephes 


when 


Twhen they ſtoned him, 4.7.60. And our Saviour 


Good Connfel ſeldom, well taken, &c: 
Chriſt when they crucified him, Zuk.23.34. Yea; 
they account it a fin, to ceaſe praying for their worſt . 
enemies, 1 Sam.12-23, To all which I might add, 
how ſuch as have wronged and perſecuted the ſervants 
of God, are not (eldome forced to confeſs their own 
folly, wickedneſs, and unthankfulneſs, the Godlies 
ſuperlative goodneſs, &c. As Laban did to Facob, 
Geneſ.39.27. and Pharavh to Moſes, Exod. 9.27,28, 
and again cbap.10,16,17. and Saul to David, ſaying, 
I have finned, 1 have done fooliſhly, and have erred ex- 
ceedingly : thow art more righteows than 1, for thou haſt 
rendered we 00d, and I have rendered thee evil, oc.” 
1 $a79.24.13. and 26,21. Rare acknowledgements 
from Heathen and Chriſtian Kiogs to their own Sub- + 
jets, Yet God will have it ſo, and conſcience will : 
compell themtodoſo, though perhaps afterwards, 
when the rod is off cheir backs, 'they are apt to harden. . 
2pain, and returnto their old byaſs, as did the ſame 
Pharaoh and Saul, For no longer than they ſmart, no 
longer can they ſee: and unleſs affliction opens their 
eyes, there is no perſwading them, but the righteous 
manis worſe than his neighbour : yea, none ſo vile, 
25 Haman thought and reported of Mordecat and the 


| Jews, and Ahab of Elijah, and Saul of David. 
| 


And this I can affure you beyond all exceptions, 
that if ever your eyes be opened, before you drop into 


| Hell, when the mask of prejudice is taken from before 


your eyes, you will be cleer of agother mind ro what 
you are: you will love that down right preaching 
which now you hate, and hate thoſe clawing and re 
LOricead 


26 "Good Connſel, [cldim well taken, &e; | 
- rorieal diſconrſes, that now you ſo much adore and 
admite, 


Se. X; 


Wherefore, receive with meekueſi the inzraffed Word 
which ts able to-ſave your ſouls, Fam,1.21, Entertain it 
with an honeſt and good heart, and in ſo doing, you 
* fhillentertain both God and Chriſt wich ir, as our $4- 
viour himlelf plainly tels you, F04.13.40, See alſo 
2 Chron.34.27,28, Yea, hear the Word indifferently 
and impartially, and the rather from fuch as thou haſt 
hated for their bicrerneſs ; perhaps God will convert 
and fave thee by no other means or Miniſter, than 
ſuch as he hath placed thee under: Sax, if you ob- 
ſerve ir, when he was poſleſt with an evil ſpirir, ( as all 
are that perſecute their faithful Paſtours ) all his ſpight 
- was at David, from whom he received more benefit 
- than from any one man in his Kingdom beſides: yet by 


* Gods ſpecial appointment, none could give him caſe. 


but David. Deſpife not the meaneſt of Chriſts Meſ- 
fengers, that delivers his Word purely, aims at his 
' glory and the good of fouls. As what fayes Leather, 
\ If God ſpeaks to thee as be did unto Balaam by an 
'Aﬀſe, thou muſt have ſo much wiſdom and humility, 
as to hear him: Gods vvord is the Svvord of the Spi- 
rit, that killech our corruptions, and that unrefiſtable 
Cannon ſhvr, vvhich beareth and battereth doyva all 
the ſtrong holds of fin and Satan. But aboveall reſiſt 
-ir not, kick nor againſt ir, mock not at Gods Word 
- or Meſſengers. Odo not ſport avvay your ſouls into 
thoſe pains, vyhich are cafleſs, endleſs, and _—— 

els, 


Ind 


| 


Good {omnſel, ſeldom well t; len, Kee. 7 
leſs. Do you believe there is a God ? Are you vy 
ling tobe faved ? If you are ? Break off your fins by re- 


pentance, Dan.q.27, Ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, 


S <> 
4 
- 


* 
». 


. | 1[4,1-16,17. Seriouſly grieve and beyvail for the mil- 


lions of times that you have provoked God, and never - 
more commit the like implery : yea, as you tender the 
everlaſting happineſs and vveltare of your almoſtloſt 
and droyyned ſouls ; ſet upon the yyork preſently, 
before the dravv-bridge be taken up. Provide vvith 
Foſeph for the dearth to come, and vvith Noah in the 
dayes of your health, build the Ark of a good con(ci- 
ence, againſt the flouds of ſickneſs: yea, do it vvhile - 
the yearning boyyels, and compaſſionate arms of Je- 
ſus Chrift lye open to receive you, abjure and utterly 
renounce all vvilful and aftected evil, leaſt vyhen itis 
too late, it vex every vein of your hearts, that you 
had no more care of your ſouls. 


Again, if God by his Spirit ſhall vyork this upon 


| your conſciences, ( as you vvill have cauſe to bleſs his 


name, that ever you met vvith ſuch a ſtop, ſo) re- 
ſemble not the ruſtick Sailour, vyvho yvyhen he is in - 
danger of ſhipvyrack, vvill promiſe ro change his life z _ 
but yvhen the Rorm is overpaſt, he returns to his for-- 
mer vomit, making no conſcience nor account of his 
vows & proteſtations, But remember, thac perſeverance 
is the crown of graces, and Heaven the crown of perſe- 
verance. If yauare convinced,and reſolve upon aneve 
courſe, let your reſolutions be peremptory and con- 
ſtant, and take heed you harden not again as Pharaoh, 
the young man in the Goſpel, Pilate and Fudas did * 
reſemble not the iron, which is no longer loft chan it © | 

15 


| Crod Connſel, ſeldom well taken, 8c. " 
/ $inthe fire, leſt your latrer end prove wotſe than 


" I I 
- 22 Fs 
" - 


| your beginning, Matth,12.43,45. AS it fared with] 


Fulian the Apoſtate, and Fudas the Traytour ; for 
., millions are now in Hell, vovho thought they vvould 
repent hereafter, 


God vvill not give his heavenly and ſpiritual gra | 


'-ceS at the hour of death, to thoſe vyho have contem- 
" ned themall their life, Ifin any reaſonable time vyve 


| ſen 


pray, he will heac us, if we repent, he will pardon 
us: if we amend our lives, he will (aveus; But for 
want of this timely conſideration, Dzves prayed, but! 
was not heard ; Eſas wept, but was not pitied , the 
- . fooliſh virgins knockr, but were denied. And ſoit 
fares with all ſuch fools, they died as they have lived, 
and commonly go from deſpair unto deſtruRion, 


© If you would prevent the 'like, lay not hold upon 


mercy, until you be throughly humbled, The onely} 
way to become good, is firſt to believe that you are | 


evil, God does not pour the oyl of grace, but into a| 
* broken and cantrite heart, Would you truly know 
how evil and miſerable you are by nature, and be very | 
ſenſible how evil and wicked your hearts are, ſerionſ- 
ly conſider theſe three particulars: x The corruption 
of your nature by reaſon of original finz 2 Your ma-| 
nifold breaches of Gods righteous Law by actual fin ; | 
3 Theguilc and puniſhment due to you for both, This 
beiag done, you will ſee and fiad yous neceſſity of a 
Redeemer, who came to ſave none but weary and 
heavy laden ſinners, even the loſt ſheep of the hoaſe of 


- 1ſracl, Matth, 15.24. and11,28, And indeed the 
| lence 


Rs... a 


ſpl 


Good Connſel, ſeldom well ta en, &c. , 
ba'f ſence of our wretchedneſs, and the valuation ofiag our 
ithF ſpiritual helps, are the beſt trial of our Regeneration, 

for 


All which, If you would obtain, omit not to pray 
| for the divine affiſtance of Gods Spirit. For of our 
ſelves we cannot think a good thought, 2 Cor. 3.5. 
+] Fohn 15.4,5. Swift weareto all evil, but to any good 
m- immoveable. Wherefore beg of God, that be will give 
vel youa nevy heart, and vyhea the heart is changed, all 
lon | the members vvill follovy after ir,as ſervants after their 
for} Lord, Onely let me add, be ſure you vvholly and 
but} onely reſt on your Saviour Jeſus Chriſt for Grice 
the] abhorring to attribute or aſcribe ought to doing, Ta 
oit| conclude, if you receive any povver r againſt your. cor- 
ed, | ruptions, forget not to be thankfal ; and vvhen God 
hath the fruic of his mercies he vvill not ſpare to ſovy . 
much, vvhere he reaps much. This do, and my ſoul © 
on} for yours, God by his grace, vvill more than ſupply 
ely} vvhat is vvanting; ( as maybe ſeen in his entertain». 
are} ment of the prodigal Son ) and thou fhalt be for ever 
oa| happy, Zeke 15.20. vyhichis the prayer, and hope; 
ow | and ſhould be the joy of 


al- | Your impartial Monitor, 


his 5 E: 
f a | LG 7, 


Poſtſcript, 


Poſtſcript, 

- FF\He Reader may ſuppoſe, that this Good counſell 
2 ſeldom vvell taken; i writ to or of ſome partici 
tar Pariſh, or Paftour : But it neither intends, nor aim 
" aft any one, more then another. Onely the caſe is a com 

' mon caſe, and the Author conceiv'd it the beſt w 
for conveyance of the matter therein conteined. ( as th 
former part iptituled Cordiall 'Counſell may ſeem 0 
have been compoſed by a perſon of quality, before his death 
' and after ſent to his ſurviving friends.) And the likels 

eff means to make ſuch as it concerns, lay it to heart : 

athan deals with David, who being ſent to him with 

* meſſage; wrapt it up in a Parable : which wrought more of 


## bims, then all the Lefwres of the Law could doe, 
three quarters of a yeer together. Nor can it be denied 


' "but both this and the former part, are appliable to million, 
of people, and hundreds of Pariſhts in the Nation 

| Though few'of them will have the wit or the grace to apph 
| ahe ſame to themſelves; As they can unto others, 


